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leave the studio sounding better than it did when it
arrived. It must meet or exceed the structural
integrity it possessed on the day it was created.

"People fall totally in love with their instruments in
ways that they weren't before," said Melissa Perley.
"If they've had it in their attic for decades, it will
come back to life. It gets a second chance to sing
again.”

The craftsmen do not build cellos; they improve
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"Quality of life has always been a priority for both of

us," he said. "From the beginning, we tried to make
our business work out of that. We've raised four
children here. It's worked out better than we
imagined.

"We're not extravagant people," he continued. "We
figured it out as we went. I'm personally a very big
fan of a low-overhead business."

The painstaking, measured approach of
woodworking dovetails with his wife's energetic
marketing savvy.
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always ask for something with a ‘dark’ sound, what
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player.")
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‘Bright'  ("If someone refers to a 'bright' sounding

instrument, it's usually a negative term") I The week in photos
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'Focused' ("Generally the same as 'bright,’ but it's a
positive term")

'‘Big' ("Everybody seems to want a 'big' sound; it's a very common request”)
‘Mellow" ("Not big: A preference stated by people who don't want their instrument to stand out")
'‘Chocolate’ ("lt's a term we use to describe a rich, complex tone")

Some tonal preferences are one of a kind, Melissa Perley added -- and she's matched instruments with
customers over the phone.

"We've had people ask for a 'gravy-on-a-pot-roast' sound; a ‘warm-sweater-on-a-fall-day' sound," she said.
Paul Perley Cellos delivered the desired sound, dead on, both times.

The studio hews to the physics of vibrating wood for more objective benchmarks of tonality. Newer,
unblemished instruments, for instance, typically appeal to less-experienced players, Paul Perley said, "but
there's no substitute for old wood. It's more brittle; it vibrates with significantly greater strength and
character after 80 to 150 years."

Several dozen new cello, bass and violin bridges festoon the studio's south-facing windows. Ultraviolet
light, destructive to so many synthetic varnishes, actually helps wood age, he said.

Arm's length from urban hubbub, the Perleys' pace and scale allow them time to play: Both are
accomplished cellists, and perform and record as a duo, "Soavita."

They say their voices, and those of their bowed instruments, resonate sympathetically with the cellos that
line the studio's western wall, improving their tone.

In that respect, they transcend isolation.
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Remote?
Hardly, countered Paul Perley.

"This is a specialized field; there's not a whole lot of us out there," he said. "People will seek us out if they
need us."

Contact Joel Banner Baird at 660-1843 or joelbaird@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com
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